
������������	
���
������
����

������������� ��������������

��������	
�	�
�	�������	��	�
�	���
���	��	��������	 ����				����� ����

Original Bandstand 1923

Town band playing in the 
New Bandstand 1950s

Aerial photograph of a concert in 
progress circa 1955

For the first fifty odd years of the park, its main feature was a bandstand. The original bandstand 
was purchased second hand from Glasgow Corporation assisted by a large donation from Captain 
John Colville (of Colvilles Ltd).  That bandstand originally stood in Queens Park.
The bandstand was officially opened by the Provost in 1923 to a crowd of more than 5,000 people.  
The famous Black Dyke Mills  Band played at the ceremony.
Although very popular with regular concerts the traditional bandstand deteriorated so much that it 
had to be demolished in 1947.
The local people must have missed the free entertainment and by 1954 a new bandstand had been 
agreed, planned and built was opened on the same site as the original.
This new one had dressing room accommodation and was a much more solid construction.
By the early sixties many people had their own television sets and the fashion for outside 
entertainment had passed.  Vandals took their toll and by 1965 the second bandstand had to be 
demolished.
Since then a sunken garden has replaced the bandstand.  Current plans are to raise the hole back 
up to ground level and possibly with a new seating area.  The bandstands may be gone but the little 
tree covered hill will be a lasting reminder of happy times in the park many years ago.


